[Megestrol acetate as hormone therapy in oncology].
The structure, properties and therapeutic effect of a synthesized progestin--megestrol acetate (Megace) are discussed. It is most useful in the management of local and metastatic tumors of the breast and endometrium as well as anorexia-cachexia syndrome. It is suggested that other applications in hormone therapy and new ways of avoiding untoward side-effects (weight gain) may be found.